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the persistent efforts of the .United Irishmen to goad the Catholic
masses into rebellion, by representing the Orange society as a
conspiracy to massacre them, and by representing the English
Government as supporting it. The United Irish conspiracy
when it passed into a perfectly ignorant Catholic population at
once changed its character, and its original political objects
almost disappeared. c The popish spirit/ wrote Cooke, c has
been set up against the Protestants, by reporting every Protestant
to be an Orangeman, and by inculcating that every Orangeman
has sworn to exterminate the papists; to these fictions are
added the real pressure of high rents from the undertakers of
land, and high tithes from tithe proctors.'1 Fanaticism was
rapidly rising, and it was rising on both sides. 'The most
alarming feature of the movement/ Camden wrote in April, is
'the appearance of the present contest becoming a religious
one.'2 Loyalty in Ireland was beginning more and more to
rally round the Orange standard, and to derive a new energy
and courage from religious passion. At the same time, the
essentially popish character which the revolution was assuming
in Leinster and Munster, had begun to shake the confidence of
the conspirators in Ulster.

In a letter written a few weeks before the proclamation of
martial law, Camden described the terror which the frequent
murders were producing among the loyal classes, and expressed
great fear that the juries in the approaching assizes would not
have the courage to do their duty.3 It is possible that the
proclamation may have done something to check the panic, but
it is at least certain that this foreboding was somewhat signally
falsified. The spring assizes, which immediately preceded the
outbreak of the rebellion, were, on the whole, very satisfactory,
and their character was scarcely consistent with the representa-
tions that had been made of the state of the country. Camden
at this time summed up in a few lines the condition of a great
part of Ireland. In the King's County there were more signs
of repentance than anywhere else in the South. One hundred
pikes had been given np, and there were many convictions at
the assizes. In Tipperary there was more open rebellion than

1 Auckland Correspondence, in. 392.
2 Camden to Portland, April 23,1798.         a Ibid. March 11,1798.